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Mounds  N.  of  Neuvo  Morelos 
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Rancho  Vista  Hermosa,  S  of  N. Morelos 
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TM-R-244 

Lagunita  Rancho,  " 
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TM-C-245 

C3ve  in  Canyon  Infiernillo 
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MACNEISH 
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MEXICO  EXPEDITION  OF  1953-54. 


TM-R-251 

TM-C-252 

TM-C-253 

TM-C-254 

TM-R-255 

TM-C-256 

TM-C-257 

TM-R-258 

TM-R-259 

TM-C-260 

TM-C-261 

TM-R-262 

TM-R-263 

TM-R-264 

TM-R-265 

TM-C-266 

TM-R-267 

TM-C-268 


TM-C-269 

TM-C-270 

TM-C-271 

TM-C-272 

TM-C-273 

■TM-R-274 

TM-C-275 

TM-R-276 

TM-C-277 

TM-R-278 


Guera  Rancho  Guadalupe 

Pictograph  -  Guera  Rancho 

200  yards  from  TM-C-252 

On  mesa  just  south  of  Guera’ s  Rancho 

3-2  M.  south  of  Rancho  Guadalupe 

Pottery  Cave  -  Rancho  San  Isidro  - 

near  Rancho  Calabaza. 

San  Pablo  in  S.E. 

Antiguo  Morelos  -  Km.  531 
Nuevo  Morel 03  -  San  Dieguito  Rancho 
Large  Cave  South  of  Quinta?  o 
#5  Cave  North  of  Quintero 
Mound  site  North  of  Quintero 
Headv;aters  of  Mante  River 
La  Laca  Rancho  near  Antiguo  Morelos 
Santa  Rosa  -Km.  529 -Antiguo  Morelos 
Cueva  de  las  Calaveras  ( Cave  of 
the  Skulls)  near  Fortines. 

San  Juan  Rancho,  N.  of  Nuevo  Morelos 
La  Alberca  turn-off,  near  Highway 
Km.  Post  662. 

In  arroyo  near  Canyon  Infiernillo 


Caves  (MacNeish) 

In  Canyon  near  Inf.  Caves.  Kelle 

11  11 

it  m 

it  11 

Down  Canyon  Inf.  from  Caves  Pratt 

11  11 
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11  11 

11  11 
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_ SITE  LIST. _ 

MACNSISH- MEXICO  EXPEDITION  OF  1953-54. 


JS.fi. 

16/54 

TM-C-300 

I? 

TM-R-301 

Jan. 

17/54 

TM-R-302 

Jan. 

18/54 

TM-C-303 

n 

TM-R-304 

Jan. 

20/54 

TM-C-305 

Jan. 

21/54 

TM-R-306 

ft 

TM-R-307 

Jan. 

25/54 

TM-C-308 

it 

TM-C-309 

Acuna  24  miles  north  of  Gonzales 
Rancho  de  Geronio  Martinez 
L  Km.  E.  of  San  Antonio  Nogel es 
SE  of  Acuna  Rancho 

Laguna  de  Montezuma  ( Acuna)  (  Ball  Court) 
Nogales  -  Tortugas  Dular- Rancho 
Sabi no  Gordo 

%  Km.  W.  of  Rancho  la  Cruz,  between 
Rancho  Piedra  and  la  Cruz 
Ejido  Morron 

Rancho  Viejo  near  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo 
On  road  from  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo 
thru  Rancho  Viejo  to  Aldama. 
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MaciNj eish-Mexico  -  Notes  -  1953/54. 

Report  of  P.  P.  Pratt  on  trip  of  MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  the  SS 
Section  of  Tamaullpas.  _ 

January  15/54 


Departure  from  Victoria. 

Dinner 

7.00 

C-onzales 

-  lodging  10.00 

xl^xQO 

January  16/54 

Gonzales, 

breakfast 

6.00 

Gas. 

10.10 

TM-C-300 


3.5  miles  S.  of  entrance  to  Acuna,  approx.  24  mi. 

N.  of  Gonzales  on  W.  side  of  road.  Small  natural  mound 
ca.  60'  x  40’  with  surface  glittering  with  many  chips 
(  flint)  and  some  artifacts.  One  Abasolo  Tula  and  one 
possible  Langtry  Stemmed. 


TM-R-301 


Rancho  de  Geronio  Martinez  at  locked  gate  to  Acuna. 
Circular  hous  platforms  -  perhaps  20  -  on  a  hill  top  plateau. 
Near  corral  of  Rancho.  Excavations  to  a  depth  of  1  meter 
produced  artifacts.  Said  Martinez  Site  identified  as 
possibly  Laguna  Focus. 

January  17/54 


Food  and  Guides 


15.00 


TM-R-302 

Located  ca.  1  Km  to  the  E  of  San  Antonia  Nogalar. 

Area  of  temple  and  house  platforms  in  number  there  might 
total  35  or  40  ( conservative  estimate) .  One  obvious  plaza 
area  bout  1  acre  square,  with  sides  orinted  toward  cardinal 
points  of  compass  with  several  (ca.  7),  mounds  flanking  plaza. 

A  test  trench  2’  x  2T  had  the  following  basic  charac teristics- 
p&Egilaxaf xpsteaharcts  prolific  of  potsherds  throughout. 

Strata: 

0  -  16’’  -  Black  Soil 

16"  -  20"  -  Brown  "Containing  tiny  pebbles." 

20"  -  ?  White  Ash. 

Note  -  1  -  This  test  did  not  proceed  to  subsoil. 

2  -  Test  dug  according  to  6"  levels. 

Site  tentatively  identified  as  Laguna  Period. 
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M„cNeish  Mexico  Notes  -  1953/54.  (  ByPPP) . 

January  18/54. 

TM-C-505 


Cliffside  cache  of  two  whole  Huastec  VI  pots  about 
40  feet  felow  crest  of  mountain,  which  lies  between  2nd 
and  3rd  gates  SE  of  Acuna  Ranch  on  TOC  SW  side  of  a 
mountain.  There  was  a  drop  of  several  hundred  feet  to 
valley  bottom  from  where  pots  were  located  nestled 
among  talus. 


TM-R-304 


Acuna. _ La fguna  de  Montezuma . 

Hill  top  area  profuse  with  house  and  temple  platforms. 
The  bulk  of  th  ese  were  circular;  at  least  two  showed 
stairways;  bulk  were  about  3’  high;  several  reached  a 
height  of  at  least  15’.  Signs  of  red  painted  plastered 
suraces  appeared  on  some  of  the  eroded  surfaces  of  tumbled 
wattle  and  daub  walls.  An  estimated  1000  structures 
indicated  heavy  population. 

Of  major  interest  was  a  ball  court  flanked  on  its  two 
longest  sides  (ca.  80’  long),  by  mounds  with  exterior  stone 
walls  (  rubble  interior) ,  which  were  distant  from  one 
another  by  about  30’. 


"Surface"  collections  produced  materials  suggestive  of 
Laguna  Period,  but  possible  Eslabones. 

Note  -  The  site  proper  had  on  its  western  periphery  a 
small  lake. 

J anuary  19/54 


Acuna  Tips  10.00 
Gonzales,  lunch  15.00 
Gas.  and  pump  51.30 
Aldama  lodging  6.00 
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MocNeish-Mexico  Notes  -  1953/54 
J anuary  20/54 


Rancho  Sabina  Gordo  -  Lunch 
Car  Repairs 


Aldama-breakfast 


1.00 

4.0© 

1.00 


TM-C-505 

Nogales  (la  Perra  or  Lerma?)  Site. 

Tortugas  Dular;  Langtry  Stemmed;  Abasolo  Round  Base; 
Abasolo  Dular  points  and  scrapers  of  various  types, 
including  disk  shaped;  side,  end;  spoke- shave  and  gouge  - 
surface  collection  from  about  1-g-  to  2  acre  site  at 
ShxMKa  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo.  Suggestion  of  many  light 
occupations  by  nomadic  groups. 

An  excavation  showed  six  hearths  persisting  to  at  least 
a  depth  of  1  meter.  A  stemmed  point  and  2  small 
triangular  points  occurred  nearby  on  a  lower  terrace. 

January  21/54 


El  Tordo,  Oysters 
Cokes,  Cigs.,  Matches 
Food  and  Guides 


2.09 

5.45 

31.00 


News  and  Notes; 

At  El  Tordo  saw  barely  fossilized  mammoth  or  mastodon 
bones  which  Came  from  La  Muraille  .  Guides  who  may  be 
obtained  at  the  latter  are  Domingo  Flores  and  Pedro  Narvalez. 


TM-R-306 


Ca.  lg-  Kilometros  W  of  Rancho  la  Cruz  on  the  road  between 
Rancho  Piedra  and  La  Cruz  and  Ca.  1-g-  Kilometros  to  the  North 
of  this  road  and  located  in  dense  bush  were  Ca.  shell  heaps 
and  Ca.  3*  high  and  Ca.10'  -  15'  diam.  As  well,  several 
house  platforms  about  5*  high  and  20’  diam.  were  casually 
examined.  Huasteca  VI  materials  were  recovered. 


TM-R-307 


Ejido  Morron.  Area  of  some  5  acres  of  scattered  house 
platforms  (Ca.  30)  and  several  temple  platforms,  one  of  which 
latter  reached  a  height  of  25*.  An  unusal  structure  was  a 
rectangular  plaza  Ca.  80’  x  40 ’  flanked  by  earth  (?)  walls 
Ca.  5*  high  and  10’  thick. 

Huastec  VI  materials  recovered.  Two  sculptured  stone  head 
executed  in  low  relief  and  Ca.  2g-’  high  and  Ca.  lg-'  high, 
respectivelly ,  were  photographed. 

Excavation  to  a  deoth  of  1  meter  showed  refuse  persisting 
to  that  depth  at  least. 
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MacNeish- Mexico  Notes  -  1955-54. _  (By  P.P. Pratt) 

January  22,  1954. 


Guild  e  3.00 

Reconnaissance  in  area  of  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo  by 
MacNeish.  Two  caves  were  examined  but  produced  no 
artifactaal  material.  Further  surface  collecting  at 
TM-C-305  •  Pratt  abed  -  ill. 

Notes  and  Nevis 


Recommendation  from  Sr.  B.  kxxxkaijx  Barrios  - 
visit  area  in  neighborhood  of  El  Olivo: - 


Pedid?  Sanchez  Aleman  lives  in  immediate  neighborhood 
of  Landing  Field.  Ask  him  about  a  pot  he  dug  up.  He  is  a 
good  guide  ’for  the  area. 

Frederick  Moser  who  may  be  currently  in  employ  of 
Petrol eos  Mexicanos,  and  who  now  lives  in  Mexico  City,  knows 
a  good  deal  about  the  area,  and  has  maps  of  area  and  cuesillos 
pertaining  to  it. 
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MacNei sh-Mexico  Notes  -  1953/54. 
January  23 »  19 54 . 


Sabino  Gordo  Tips  3.00 

Gas.  IB. 00 
Repairs  10.00 
Fibod  6.00 
Bribery  5*00 
Gulf  Spray  26.00 
Grease  Jofe  24.40 
Gas.  9*00 
Cokes  1.00 


TM-C-308 

Rancho  Viejo  near  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo.  Several  pre 
ceramic  artifacts  recovered  from  Ca.  l/4  acre  site. 


TM-C-309 


On  road  from  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo  thru  Rancho  Viejo  to 
Aldama,  another  camp  about  the  same  size  as  TM-C-308. 
Produced  chipped  stone  artifacts  in  small  numbers. 

Location  -  Juncture  of  Arroyo  Padrasal  and  above 
mentioned  road. 

zxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxzxz 


January  25 ,  19  54. 

Left  Victoria: - 


Gas.  15-70 

Dinner  14.40 

Cokes  1.00 

SI  Mante  -  Dash  Sulb  1.00 

Manuel  -  Gas.  13-50 

Arrival  at  Aldama. 

January  26/54 


Aldama  Logging  12.00 

Breakfast  6.00 


Met  Pablo  Sepeda  at  El  Olive,  who  informed  us  that  he 
had  been  commissioned  by  Sr.  Tylan  to  be  our  guide.  He 
showed  us  first  some  red  paintings  about  5’  from  the  base  of 
a  limestone  cliff  some  50’  high.  These  paintings  were  mostly 
of  the  following  order.  A  series  of  single  vertical  parallel 
lines  separated  from  one  another  by  unilinear  rows  of  dots 
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MacNei sh- Mexico  Notes  -  1953/54.  (P.P. Pratt  notes) 

January  26/54  (  Continued) . 

This  site  was  located  on  the  SW  periphery  of  El  Olivo 
proper,  in  an  arroyo. 

News  and  Notes 


Pablo  Sepeda  informed  us  that  mammoth  bones  occur  near 
Aldama  at  Rancho  San  Francisco.  "El  Commandante"  of 
Gonzales,  Abundi  Gonzales  is  fully  cognizant  of  the 
exact  ■whereabouts  of  these  finds. 


TM-R-310 

Guided  by  Sepeda  -  Rancho  Tres  Horas  -  (  SEe  card) 
January  27/54 

Potato  Sack  &  Cakes 
Eggs 
Guide 

TM-R-3H 

Lagunita  de  Motcajites.  (  See  card.) 

TM-C-312 

Arbor  de  Pablo  Pededa.  (See  card)  . 

Janua ry  28 / 54 


6.50 

4.00 

10.00 


Set  off  from  SI  Olivo  with  Pablo  Sepeda  to  Buena  Vista 
where  a  muleteer  (Casimiro  .....  )  and  amule 

were  got  for  the  trip  into  the  caves.  Saupseda,  Armadillo, 
Humada . 

Notes  and  News 


Easiest  route  to  the  caves. 


Gonzales 
Mesquite 
Mission 
Cabri to 
Saupseda 


r* 


El  Magre 
Santa  Maria 
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MacNei sh-Mexico  Notes  -  1953/54.  (Notes  by  P.P. Pratt). 
January  23/54  (  Continued) 

Distances  are  approximate.  3/4  hour  distant  on  foot  fro 
Cueva  de  Saupseda  is  Armadillo  Cueva  and  approx.  1  hour  on 
foot  from  this  latter  cave  is  Cueva  Humada. 

"At  El  Magre  ruins  occur"-  said  Casimiro. 

J  an  ua  ry  29  /54 . 

TM-C-3I3. 


TM-C-314. 


TM-C-315. 


For  excavations  in  the  Caves  Saupseda,  Armadillo  and 
Humada  see  the  cards. 

Muleteer  20.00 

Return  to  Buena  Vista. 

January  30/54 

TM-C-316  Ejido  de  las  Yucas  -  guided  by  Pablo  Pedada. 

(  See  Card) . 

Guide  from  Ejido  de  las  Yuccas  2.00 


From  26  -  30th  Meals  at  Sepada ' s 

20  .00 

"  "  Guide  Pablo  Sepeda 

30.00 

Gas.  at  Aldama 

13.00 

Supper  at  El  Mante 

15.00 

Gas.  at  El  Mante 

10.00 

Return  to  Victoria 
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NOTES  on  archeology  trips  made  in  1953-54-  in  Mexico  by 
Dr.  R.  S.  MacNeish,  D.  H-  Kelley  and  P.  W.  Grant  (By  PWG)  . 

Dec.  5 x53  -  Entered  Mexico  at  Brownsville-M- tamoros  crossing. 

December  ll/53»  Left  Ciudad  Victoria,  Mexico,  in  a  jeep,  bound 
for  Ocampo. 

Site  TM-R-195  *  Was  located  a  short  distance  from  Llera  near 

Km.  Post  642i§-  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway.  Fpund  much 
pottery,  figur^nls  and  a  fallen  wall.  Site  classified  as 
Laguna . 

Site  TM-R-223  Was  located  on  east  side  of  highway  near 
Km.  Po 8 1  604.  A  poor  site.  At  least  one  mound. 

Found  some  pottery  and  fragments  of  manos  and  raetates. 

A  large  mound  was  noted  for  future  examination 
Just  east  of  the  highway  near  Km.  Post  595* 

Site  TM-R-208  Was  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway 

near  Km.  Post  576.  It  is  a  short  distance  north  of  Limon. 
Huasteco  Panuco  Period.  There  are  ten  pyramids.  Picked 
up  a  large  bag  of  pottery  and  some  obsidian. 

Took  the  wrong  road  andhad  some  trouble  with  a 
broken  gas  line.  Near  Chamal  Mr.  --  Proctor,  a  local 
U  S.  rancher,  gave  help  with  a  truck,  supplied  gasoline 
and  took  us  to  a  mechanic  who  repaired  the  broken  gas  line. 
Had  supper  at  Chamal,  got  gasoline  and  drove  on  to  Ocampo. 


December  12,  1953.  at  Ocampo. 

Hifred  two  guides  and  set  out  in  the  jeep  to 
Rancho  Progreso,  about  ten  mile^jagrthwest .  We  wished  to 
see  the  owner,  Senor  Ignacio  to  inquire  about  -^he 

route  to  some  caves  in  Canyon  Infierflillo .  The  owner  was 

not  at  home  but  his  son /us  two  nearby  sites.  & 

showed  ?*©-»** 

Site  TM-R-224  Just  across  the  road  from  the  Rancho  A  Found 
there  3ome  pottery. 

Site  TM-R-225  This  site  was  on  the  property  of  Ejido  Liberato 
Rivera.  There  were  ten  mounds.  Foundpott ery ,  pipes, 
figurjh'fe  and  one  good  corner  notched  point. 

Returned  to  Ocampo  for  lunch. 

In  after  noon  with  two  guides  drove  east  from 
Ocampo  about  two  miles. 
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Deceraber  12/53  -  Ocampo  (  Con) . 

Site  TM-R-226  was  located  near  Ranchero  Alberca.  It  had  seven 
mounds,  some  with  good  walls.  There  was  a  step  pyramid. 
Found  pottery,  some  engraved,  and  obsidian  flakes. 

Returned  to  Ocampo  for  the  night. 


December  13/53*  Sunday.  At  Ocampo,  Mexico. 

In  the  morning  drove  out  about  three  miles  to 
El  Tigre  (  EJiido  or  Rancho)  and  located  the  two  following  sites. 

TM-R-22?  which  had  four  mounds. 

TM-R-22%  which  had  one  rectangular  mound  with  good  walls. 

There  were  two  more  probable  mounds  in  the  vicinity. 

Found  no  pottery  or  other  artifacts.  Returned  to  Ocampo 
for  lunch. 


In  the  afternoon  drove  from  Ocampo  to  Chamal, 
picked  up  a  guide  there  and  another  in  the  hills  and  drove 
to  Canyon  Cabemoro,  which  is  three  miles  from  the  village 
of 

Site  TM-R-229  In  dense  brush  a  mound  20  feet  high  was  located. 

It  was  stone  fgced  and  rectangular.  Nearby  were  two  small 
mounds  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Farther  on  a  ball  coftrt  was  located.  The  two  walls, 
about  75  feet  long  and  10  feet  high,  were  about  50  feet  apart. 
Large  trees  were  growing  in  the  walls  and  some  one  had  made 
small  excavations. 

75’ 


*.50’ 

75' 

Another  rectangular  mound  about  10  feet  high 
was  near  by. 


Still  another  large  rectangular  mound  was  close  by. 
It  had  two  exploration  holes  dug  into  it,  ane  almost  the  the 
centre.  The  holes  showed  the  mounds  are  rock  and  stone  fill 
only. 


The  hill  near  the  mounds  is  called  Devisadero. 

The  local  guide  was  Francisco  Reyes.  He  has  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  local  country  and  knows  of  three  more  ruins. 

No  artifacts  were  found  at  TM-R-229  on  Dec.  13/53* 

Returned  to  Ocampo  for  the  night. 
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December  14/53  -  at  Acampo  -  (Con.) 

*  In  the  morning  drove  to  Rancho  Canoas  and  located 

Site  TM-R-230  There  was  one  mound  about  20  feet  high  and  a 

small  mound  about  5  or  6  feet  high  nearby,  with  an  excavation 
hole  that  went  about  four  feet  below  the  mound  base. 

Found  some  pottery  and  bones.  The  local  important  man 
is  Antonio  Acuna. 

Returned  to  Ocampo  for  lunch. 

In  afternoon  drove  to  Los  Flores  ranch  and  located 

Site  TM-R-231*  There  had  been  a  mound  there  and  they  were  digging 
a  well  which  was  down  about  8  feet.  The  well  profile  was 
studied.  Found  some  pottery  and  a  flint  point  in  the 
material  from  the  well  excavation. 

Collected  some  pottery  and  a  figurine  from 
the  Los  Flores  people. 

The  headman  at  Los  Flores  is  Eugenia  Guerara. 

Site  TM-R-232  is  about  half  a  mile  from  TM-R-231*  There  is 
a  mound  there  about  20  feet  high  with  some  pottery  on  it. 
Pottery  was  collected  from  the  fields  nearby. 

Returned  to  Ocampo  for  the  night. 


}  ■  *  . 

December  15/53  -  at  Ocampo. 

^  Drove  to  Rancho  CanoaS and  picked  up  Antonio 

Acuna  and  another  guide.  Drove  up  to  a  canyon  said  to  be 
near  Canyon  Infier/flillo  to  find  a  cave  we  had  been  told  of. 

It  was  a  hole  among  some  loose  rocks,  a  very  tight 
fit  for  Kelley,  who  had  to  enter  on  the  corkscrew  principle, 
MacNeish  and  Antonio  also  went  down. 

Depth  reported  as  50  feet  and  width  20  feet. 
Reported  to  be  larger  openings  farther  on.  Nothing  found. 
Returned  to  Ocampo. 

In  afternoon  drove  to  Chamal ,  taking  photographs 
of  the  Ocampo  valley  on  the  way.  Picked  up  a  guide  near 
Chamal,  who  took  us  to 

Site  TM-R-233  where  there  were  two  mounds  about  15  feet  high. 
Found  a  little  pottery  and  one  jade  bead.  Guide  said  the 
site  was  named  EJido  Chamal  de  Viejo. 

Went  on  to  Chamal  for  supper.  Met  two  American 

ranchers  named  Pierson  and  .  who  gave  information 

about  a  number  of  mounds  near  Chamal.  Returned  to  Ocampo. 
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December  16/53  -  Wednesday  -  at  Ocampo. 

Drove  from  Ocampo  to  Chamal  and  on  to  the  Pierson 
Ranch  (Los  Comos) .  Saw  Pierson,  who  sent  a  man  with  us  to 

Site  TM-R-234  There  were  three  mounds  in  which  volcanic  rock 

had  been  used.  T^ere  was  a  wall  enclosure  about  2 ^  feet 
high  about  70  feet  across.  The  enclosure  was  of  volcanic 
rock  with  an  opening. 

Found  one  piece  of  engraved  shell,  an  obsidian 
flake  and  some  pottery,  whlgh  Kelley  said  were  basal  ridge 
sherds. 

mr.  Pierson  showed  a  dog  head  of  quartzite  which 
had  been  found  in  a  field  nearby.  It  was  about  l^-"long 
with  drilled  eyes  with  concentric  circles.  It  had  two  holes 
drilled  for  suspension. 

Site  TM-R-255  is  near  Chamal  on  Rancho  Palmar.  It  has  one  large 
rectangular  mound  with  some  pottery,  three  large  mounds  and 
some  smaller  mounds,  all  with  pottery. 

In  the  afternoon  drove  to  Ocampo  and  on  the  way 
in  the  Ocampo  valley  examined 

Site  TM-R-256.  It  has  a  large  rectangular  mound  about  15  feet 
high  with  some  pottery  and  a  burned  clay  floor  on  top. 

The  mound  is  close  to  a  concrete  bridge  on  the  highway. 

The  place  is  called  El  Paso  del  Meco. 

Just  across  the  highwa-Jt  and  across  the  bridge 
is  another  large  mound,  but  it  was  largely  gravel  and  may 
be  natural. 


Left  Ocampo  at  4.40  P.M.  and  drove  into  Ciudad 
Victoria,  arriving  there  at  R.20  P.M.  Put  up  at  Hotel 
Casa  Turista. 

Dr.  MacNeish  interviewed  Senor  Ignacio  Guerra 
who  has  interests  in  and  much  knowledge  of  the  Ocampo  area. 

Guerra  promised  (as  soon  as  Christmas  celebrations 
were  over)  to  accompany  the  party  to  all  the  Ocampo  caves  and 
mounds  he  knew,  and  stay  with  it  until  thorough  investigations 
had  been  made. 

Senor  Guerra  is  an  elderly  man  with  a  keen  interest 
in  mounds  and  caves  and  ig  reported  to  have  large  interests 
and  much  influence  in  the  Ocampa  area;  which  would  take  care 
of  most  Interviews  with  local  authorities  and  labor  problems. 
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December  17/53  -  Thursday  -  At  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Called  on  Senor  Saavedra  but  found  no  mail. 

Serviced  Jeeps.  Called  on  Senor  Guerra,  to  plan  trip 

fcDec ember  18/53  -  Friday  -  at  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Working  on  report  graphs.  Looking  for  a  house. 
Getting  field  information.  Professor  Castro  called  with 
artifacts  to  be  classified. 

December  19/53  -  Saturday  -  at  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Drove  southwest  towards  Jamauve.  Stopped  for 
lunch  at  Joya  Verde.  Further  on  stopped  and  inspected 

TM-C-237  a  possible  stratified  site  on  both  sides  of  the  high¬ 
way.  Found  pottery,  points,  scrapers,  chopper,  etc. 

The  site  is  about  200  yards  east  of  a  bridge 
and  a  prominent  concrete  marker  about  6  feet  high,  about 
39  miles  from  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Dr?  ove  on  to  Jamauve  and  took  room  for  the  night. 

Saw  El  Presidenta  Garcia  and  arranged  for  a  guide  and  horses 
for  a  three  day  trip  to  caves. 

December  20^53  -  Sunday  -  Jamauve. 

Were  ready  for  cave  trip  but  guides  and  horses 
did  not  thrn  up. 

Chief  of  Police  Colonel  Sanches  interviewed  us 
re  documents  and  later  had  us  to  his  residence  for  maps 
and  road  Information.  Guides  did  not  turn  up, 
oXxaoiorfcdxsrxwacyxkiiixkaxkhKxixgcTSXjc  so  drove  on  towards  Palmillas. 

Saw  El  Presidente  at  Palmillas  and  were  referred 
to  the  owner  of  Rancho  Verde.  His  Son,  Professor  Pedro 
Montalvo  y  Luna,  the  local  school  teacher,  and  one  Juna  Perez 
went  out  with  us  to  Ranch  o  Verde,  where  we  found 

Site  TM-R-238  It  has  at  least  seventeen  mounds  and  a  profusion 

of  pottery.  Obsidian  flakes  were  found.  One  large  moundwith 
a  large  excavation  in  the  side  had.  stepped  stone  walls. 

Professor  Montalvo  y  Luna  donated  two  articles  found 
earlier  at  the  site.  One  was  an  obsidian  flake  blade  2x5", 
the  other  a  headless  mold  made  figurine  about  2  x  2" .  It  had 
holes  under  the  arms.  Had  supper  at  Palmillas  and  drove  back 
to  Jamauve. 

December  21/53  -  Monday  -  Jamauve. 

Antioco  Coronado  told  us  of  another  trail  into  the 
caves  from  another  direction,  so  we  packed  up  and  left  for 
Palmillas.  Started  an  excavation  at  TM-R-238. 
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December  22/53  ~  Tuesday  -  Palmillas 

Excavating  test  pits  at  TM-R-238.  Found  three 
whole  pots,  bones,  pottery,  pipes,  obsidian  points. 

On  way  back  to  Palmillas  climbed  a  round  hill  near 
Site  TM-R-238.  It  was  of  rock  outcrop  and  gravel  and  seemed 
natural.  Some  scattered  pottery  was  found  on  the  hill  so 
it  was  called 

Site- TM-C-239 


Looked  up  a  mound  close  to  Palmillas  and  found 
a  little  pottery,  so  called  it 

Site  TM-R"-240 


December  23/53  -  Wednesday  -  Palmillas. 

Left  Palmillas  and  drove  to  Tula.  Road  rough. 
Nothing  of  note  found  on  trip.  Arrived  Tula  about  1.30  P.M. 

Interviewed  El  Presidents  Petronilo  Cervantes. 

Hired  a  guide  and  drove  up  to  El  Rancho  la  Laguna.  There 
found 

Site  TM-R-241  It  has  a  rectangular  stepped  pyramid  40  to  45  feet 
high.  Many  sherds  in  the  vicinity.  Two  and  may  be  three 
-  figurines  found. 

Very  cold  and  windy.  Returned  to  Tula,  for  the  night. 

December  24/53  -  Thursday 

Drove  from  Tula  south  to  e?st  and  west  highway  and 
turned  west  to  San  Luis  Potosi  to  see  Joaquin  Meade,  who  was 
away  in  Mexico  City. 

Had  lunch  at  San  Luis  Potosi  and  returned  east  on 
highway.  On  the  way  spotted 

SLP.-C-l  _  It  is  a  short  distance  from  and  visible  from  the  highway 

near  Km.  Post  130  and<*bout  a  mile  west  of  the  village  of 
Santa  Domingo.  Found  pottery,  point,  scraper,  an  ash  layer 
and  a  hole  in  the  rock  for  pohnding  things. 

Drove  on  to  Ciudad  del  Maiz  and  put  up  for 
Christmas  Eve.  Cold  and  windy. 

December  25/53  -  Friday  -  Christmas  Day. 

Driving  east  from  Ciudad  del  Mai^  stopped  at  a 
stone  tank  pedestal  on  a  hill  and  mound  remains,  called  it 
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December  25/53  (Con.) 

SLP-R-2  where  there  are  three  small  mounds,  pottery,  pipe, 
figurines  and  obsidian  flakes. 

It  is  on  the  sou?ih  side  of  the  highway  five  miles 
west  of  Km.  Post  250,  which  is  near  Ranco  el  Porvenir  and 
■Just  west  of  Barba rita. 

Drove  on  to  Neuvo  Morelos  and  a  few  miles  north 
of  it  located 

Site  TM-R-242  where  there  are  eight  mounds  and  much  pottery, 
also  found  figurines  and  obsidian. 

From  Nuevo  Morelos  drove  south  of  the  highway  to 
Rancho  Vista  Hermosa  (  Hlpollto  Nagera)  and  there  found 

Site  TM-R-243  It  is  an  important  site  with  about  thirty  mounds, 
a  profusion  of  pottery,  figurines,  obsidian.  Four  points 
were  picked  up. 


On  the  way  back  to  the  highway  located 

Site  T  M-R  -244  It  is  about  3/10  mile  from  the  highway.  There 
is  a  mound  Just  behind  a  volcanic  stone  wall.  There  were 
three  mounds,  with  pottery  and  obsidian  flakes.  The  site  is 
on  the  road  to  El  Toro  Rancho. 

Drove  on  into  Ciudad  Victoria. 

December  26/53-  Saturday-  In  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Got  mail  and  looked  in  vain  for  a  house. 

Picked  up  second  Jeep,  Senor  Ignacio  Guerra  and  two  children 
and  drove  to  Ocampo.  Dr.  MacNeish  drove  out  to  Canoas  Ranch 
to  arrange  about  horses  and  trip  to  Canyon  Infiemillo  on 
the  27th. 

December  27/53  -  Sunday  -  In  Ocampo. 

Drove  out  with  two  Jeeps  to  Rancho  Progreso  with 
Senor  Ignacio  Guerra.  Had  lunch  and  got  ready  for  trip  to 
caves  in  Canyon  Inflernillo.  Looked  over  Site  TM-R-224  and 
picked  up  some  pottery.  Spent  night  at  Rancho  Progreso. 

December  28/53  -  Monday  -  At  Rancho  Progreso. 

Getting  ready  for  trip  to  caves.  Started  out 
about  11.00  A.M.  and  camped  out  that  night  in  the  rain. 

December  29/53  ~  Tuesday  -  Enroute  to  Canyon  Infiemillo 

In  Canyon  Inflernillo  stopped  to  examine 
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December  29/53  -  (  Continued) 

_ Site  T  M-C-245  This  cave  1b  well  up  on  the  right  side 

of  the  Canyon,  at  the  foot  of  a  high  rock  wall. 

Found  polychrome  ware  and  a  possible  core. 

Guide  unwell  and  turned  back.  Picked  up  a 
Local  man  Juan..  and  went  on  up  the  canyon  and  camped 

at  a  deserted  shelter  (Lone  Pine).  Juan  found  one  of  his 
cattle  killed  by  a  "Tigre"  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day 
disposing  of  the  carcass.  Three  men  went  on  and  partly 
cleared  the  road  to  the  caves,  then  returned  to  Lone  Pine 
shelter  for  the  night. 

On  the  way  back  to  the  shelter  pottery  was  found  at 


Site  TM-R-246. 


December  30/53  ~  Wednesday  -  at  Lone  Pine  Shelter. 

Party  set  out  to  cut  the  path  to  the  caves  and 
fouhd  three,  as  follows: - 

Site  TM-C-247  A  cave  about  40  feet  wide,  25-30  feet  deep,  with 
a  mouth  about  15feet  high.  There  is  a  deep  deposit  on  the 
floor.  A  ouick  search  produced  much  vegetable  material 
including  com  cobs,  calabash,  maguey  quids,  plthecolobium, 
pods,  pottery  (Per.  VI  and  others),  1  Abasolo  stone  point 
triangular,  and  other  stone  artifacts. 

Site  TM-C-248  A  horseshoe-shaped  cave  around  a  central  mass, 
the  open  end  of  the  horseshoe  forming  the  mouth.  It  runs 
back  about  30  feet  and  is  from  8  to  12  feet  high.  Deep 
deposit  on  the  floor  which  yielded  vegetable  mailer  as  in 
TM-C-247,  com  cobs,  corn  spike  or  wild  corn,  pottery  and 
flint  artifacts. 

Site  TM-C-249  A  cave  with  little  deposit  on  the  floor,  but 
may  run  well  back.  One  potsherd  was  found. 

On  the  way  back  from  the  caves  pottery  and  parts 
of  figurines  were  found  near  Lone  Pine  shelter  and  the  field 
was  called 

Site  TM-R-250 


December  31/53  -  Thursday  -  at  Lone  Pine  Shelter 

Got  up  around  5»00  A.M.  Saddled  up  and  led  the 
horses  down  into  Canyon  Infiernillo  for  water.  Rode  back  to 
Progreso  Rancho.  Arrived  at  6.40  P.M.  Took  to  jeeps  and  drove 
to  Ciudad  Victoria,  arriving  at  2.15  A.M.  Put  up  at  Hansen 
Hotel.  Trip  was  cold  and  windy. 
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January  1/54  -  Friday  -  at  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Breakfast  at  Hansen  Hotel  and  took  two  Jeeps  and 
trailer  to  our  new  home  at  Matamoros  236,  Ciudad  Victoria. 

Dr.  MacNeish  took  the  grey  Jeep  to  Brownsville  to 
get  supplies  and  meet  Mrs.  MacNeish  and  Peter  Pratt. (.Took  trailer) 

Kelley  and  Grant  busy  getting  settled,  washing  up 
pottery  and  writing  up  notes. 

January  2/54  -  Saturday  -  at  Victoria 

Dr.  MacNeish  away  at  Brownsville.  Kelley  and  Grant 
busy  on  pottery  and  notes. 

Dr.  MacNeish,  Mrs.  MacNeish  and  her  mother-,  -  and 
Peter  Pratt  arrive  from  Brownsville.  Mrs.  MacNeish  and  her 
mother  went  on  to  Mexico  City. 

While  seeing  them  off  Kelley  fell  into  a  gasoline 
station  greasing  pit  in  the  dark.  Got  a  cracked  rib  and  shock. 
Was  taken  to  a  Hospital. 

January  3/54  -  Sunday  -  at  C.  Victo ria . 

Kelley’s  injuries  X-rayed,  showing  a  cracked  rib. 
Expect  he  will  be  about  in  a  few  days  when  the  shock  wears  off. 

January  4/54  -  Mind ay  -  at  C.  Victoria 

Kelley  still  in  hospital.  Others  getting  settled  at 
Matamoros  236  and  scouting  up  more  sites. 

January  5/54  -  Tuesday  -  at  C. _ Victoria 

Kelley  in  hospital.  Others  busy  in  Victoria. 

January  6/54  -  W ed .  - 

Kelley  returned  from  hospital.  MacNeish  and  Pratt 
took  off  at  1.30  P.M.  for  a  site  near  Limon  and  found 
Site  TM-R-251  near  Rancho  Gaudalupe  of  Senor  F.  Guerra. 

January  7/54  -  Thurs . 


Kelley  and  Grant  in  Victoria. 

MacNeish  and  Pratt  located  the  following  sites  near 
Rancho  Gaud&lupe:- 
TM-C-252 
TF-C-253 

TM-C-254  ,  „ 

TM-R-255  The  first  three  are  in  a  cliff  back  of  Rancho 

Gaudalupe,  and  the  last  is  about  3s  miles  S.  of  Rancho  Gaudaiupe. 

January  6/54  -  Fri._  All  four  in  Victoria,  busy  on  sherds,  notes 
and  storage  for  artifacts. 
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J anuary  9/54  -  Saturday 

All  four  at  Victoria.  Reading  up  references, 
fixing  sherds,  fixing  up  jeeps;  getting  ready  for  MacNelsh 
and  Pratt  to  take  off  for  a  cave  near  Limon. 

J  anuary  10/54  -  _Sund  ay 

MpcNeish  and  Pratt  took  off  for  Rancho  Galabazo, 
near  Limon,  where  they  found  - 

Site  TM-C-256 

It  is  a  deep  and  damp  cave  with  great  quantities 
of  pottery.  They  brought  samples  back  to  Victoria  that  night. 

J  an uary  11/54  -  Monday 

Kelley  and  Grant  in  office.  MacNeish  and  Pratt 
took  off  started  off  for  Gomez  Farias  to  see  Tim  Higgins. 

At  Luis  Abando  lumber  camp  they  searched  a  cave  called: - 

TM-G-257_ 

January  12/54 

MacNeish  and  Pratt  out  on  SE  trip.  Kelley  and 
Grant  at  Victoria  office. 

January  15/54 

Mrs.  MacNeish  arrived  in  Victoria.  Kelley  and 
Grant  at  Victoria  office.  MacNeish  and  Pratt  returned  to 
Victoria  after  visiting  Cave  SLP-C-1. 

January  14/54 . 

All  5  at  Victoria.  Working  in  office.  Getting  red 
Jeep  crank  shaft  bearing  fixed. 

January  15/54 


MacNeish  and  Pratt  took  o-sf  for  3E  and  Diablo. 
Other  5  busy  in  Victoria. 

January  16/54 


MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  SE  where  they  located  - 
TM-C-300  near  Acuna  24  miles  north  of  Gonzales. 

TM-R-301  Rancho  de  Geronio  Martinez. 

Kelley  and  Grant  took  off  at  2.30  P.M.  for  El 
Mante.  Stopped  at  Site  TM-R-195  and  found  points  and  pottery 
and  a  possible  Chila.  White  sherd.  Reached  El  Mante  at  6.30 
and  put  up  at  Hotel  Central,  Room  36. 


f 


.  "  '  •;  n  ■ 


.  ;  •  - 


• ..  ■. 


■ 


. 

■  '•)  * 

■■ 


' 

♦  % 

_  _ 


■ 


:r 


..  • 


v 

. 


i*  . 

»• 


. 


■ 

.  -  - 

.  \Ai 


r  .  • :  i 


. 


- 


•  i 

*■ 


. 


-  - 

, 

. 


r  :  -• 1  -  !  .  ■  % 


•  *r  "  ■  , 

. 


4 


(N^tes  by  P',VG) 


-11- 


January  17/54 


MacNcish  and  Pratt  in  SE  where  they  located  - 
TM-R-502  -  1  Km.  E.  of  San  Antonio  Nogales. 

Kelley  and  Grant  at  El  Mante  went  to  Antiguo  Morelos 
and  located  - 
TM-R-258  near  Km.  531 

It  is  a  mound  group  of  at  least  six  mounds,  highest  about 
six  feet.  It  is  on  the  edge  of  a  drop  off  to  a  lowef?  plaina 
Found  arrow  point  and  a  larger  tanged  point.  Most  pottery 
appeared  to  be  related  to  Huestaca  (  6)  ,  black  on  white,  but 
was  white  without  decoration.  Some  sherds  may  be  Period  5« 

K  &  G  drofte  on  to  Nuevo  Morelos  and  visited  the 
'I'or^es  Site  - 

TM- R-244  Found  one  good  large  point  and  some  pottery.  Torres 

w&s  not  at  home,  so  returned  to  Nuevo  Morelos  and  saw 
Presidente . 

From  Nuevo  Morelos  drove  to  San  Dieguito  Rancho 
over  a  very  bad  road  and  there  found  -  Site 
TM-R-259 

of  Sr.  .  Sebastione  Figuerats.  In  heavy  undergrowth  of  palms 
and  tropical  plants  there  were  at  least  20  mounds,  large, 
medium  and  small.  One  is  25  feet  high.  There  is  a  rectangular 
mound  about  70  feet  long  and  there  are  round  house  mounds. 

Some  are  faced  with  stone.  Period  VI  pottery  most  common. 

Some  pieces  were  not  typical  Per.  VI. 

January  18  /54 ♦ 


MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  the  SE  located  - 
TM-C-503  -  SE  of  Acuna  Ranch. 

TM-R-30^  -  Laguna  de  Montezuma  (Acuna)  (Ball  Court) 


Kelley  and  Grant  located  - 

TM-C-260  It  is  a  short  distance  south  of  Quintero,  a  large 

cave  formed  by  an  underground  river,  at  least  one  mile  under¬ 
ground.  Sandy  base  soil  with  shells,  left  by  river. 

Probably  v^ry  poor  vegetable  preservation  and  strigraphy 
badly  confused  by  flowing  river  in  rainy  season  picking  up 
materials  and  redepositing  them.  No  ancient  paintings  seen. 

In  back  of  cave  in  area  lighted  by  roof  fall  at  depth  of 
18”  found  bone,  bit  of  burnt  clay  and  2  sherds. 

Visited  four  other  caves  north  of  Quintero  in  lime¬ 
stone  at  base  of  cliff.  Very  fossili f erous .  Three  were  steep 
descents  of  30’  or  40’ ,  to  a  relatively  small  dirt  floor  area, 
only  practical  to  descend  to  one  of  these,  where  some  bird 
bones  were  found,  but  no  signs  of  human  occupation. 

The  fourth  cave  - 

TM-C-261 


was  only  down  about  20’ .  There  were  at  least  5 
chambers,  but  only  the  one  with  outside  llp-ht  was  examined. 

Dirt  floor  was  at  least  3’  deep  in  places.  The  base  seemed 
to  be  a  compact  small  gravel.  Possibilities  of  vegetable 
preservation  seemed  medium  good  but  no  vegetable  materials 
were  seen  in  situ,  and  only  a  little  on  the  surface.  One 
large  stemmed  point  and  one  small  triangular  point?  (or  scraper) 
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January  18/54  (  Continued) 

were  found,  as  well  as  some  Huasteca  VI  sherds  and  other  un¬ 
identifiable  sherds,  including  some  resembling  Period  IV  wares/ 
Guide  was  Salomon  Martinez  of  Quintero. 

In  the  afternoon  visited 

TM-R-262 

a  mound  site  north  of  Quintero.  One  large  mound  (stone¬ 
faced,  ca.  10’  high)  and  two  small  one(  circular  house  platforms)? 
possibly  others.  All  pottery  (  except  one  Per.  Var.  VI 
molcajete)  was  monochrome,  frequently  rather  crude.  One 
basal  ridge  and  one  incised  applique  decoration  (similar  to 
Per  II  ware  at  Llera) .  Probably  a  Period  II  site.  Sherds 
exposed  by  plowing. 

Also  visited  - 

TM-R-265 

north  of  Quintero  at  the  headwaters  of  Rio  Mante.  A  large 
site  on  the  river  about  2  Km?  from  Per.  II?  site  above. 

Huastec  Bl/Wh  and  Br/3u  seemingly  present  as  two  distinct 
wares.  Several  other  wares  were  present.  Saw  fragments  of 
round  roller  manos.  Found  one  small  triangular  side-notched 
obsidian  arrow-point  and  clam  shell.  Certainly  occupied  in 
Per.  VI,  possibly  in  Period  V.  We  saw  no  certain  mounds  at 
the  headwaters  of  the  Mante,  but  some  rises  could  have  been 
either  natural  or  artificial.  Sherds  exposed  by  plowing. 

January  19/54  , 

MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  the  SE. 

Kelley  and  Grant  spent  the  night  at  El  Mante  and 
drove  to  Antigua  Morelos,  where  they  located 
TM-R-264 

at  La  Laca  Rancho.  Dibursio*7  Ruiz  was  guide.  There  were  at 
least  20  mounds,  mostly  stone-faced  and  circular,  about  3-4' 
high.  At  least  one  rectangular  mound.  One  ca .  10'  high. 

Period  VI  Bl/Wh  HUastec  sherds  nnd  small  obsidian  and  flint 
arrow  points.  Few  Tancol  Polychrome  sherds.  Some  other 
earlier?  wares.  Thin  metate  fragments  numerous.  Soil  dry  , 
underlain  by  shale.  Much  material  on  the  surface.  Cactus  cover. 

K  &  G  also  located  near  Antiguo  Morelos  Site  - 

TM-R-265 

Santa  Rosa  Rancho  -  Near  Km.  529  -  Guide  Sabas  Esprieya  - 
One  stone-faced  mound  ca.  12'  high  and  one  other  construction. 

Some  pottery  resembling  Period  IV  wares,  some  possibly  earlier. 

K  A  G  also  re-visited  Site  - 

TM-R-258 

Previously  they  had  visited  only  the  East  side  of  the  highway 
at  Km.  531*  Now  they  visited  the  west  side  and  found  one 
mound,  Tancal  Polychrome,  Huastec  Bl/Wh,  and  some  earlier 
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January  19/54  ( C ontlnued) 

sherds.  Ore  piece  of  porcelain?.  Apparent  difference  from 
other  side  of  road  probably  accidental.  Habitation  extending 
probably  for  about  1  mile.  Brush  medium  thick  but  sherds  on 
surface. 


'^n  the  way  back  to  El  Mante  a  large  natural?  mound 
on  the  ranch  of  Eusebio  Brajada?  near  Quintero,  was  Investigated. 
About  40’  high,  no  sign  of  artifacts  or  habitation.  Even 
4- sided  pryamidal  shape  with  flatter  top  area,  level  with 
terrace  opposite.  Clay  mound  on  shale  base  and  covered  wiltih 
large  chunks  of  volcanic  rock  and  an  occasional  chunk  of 
limestone,  not  found  in  surrounding  fields.  Very  peculiar. 

January  20/54 


MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  SE  located  site  - 
TM-C-305  ' 

Nogales  -  Tortugas  Dular  -  Rancho  Sabina  Cordo. 

Kelly  and  Grant  drove  from  El  Mante  to  Antiguo 
Morelos,  picked  up  Disbursio  Ruiz  and  two  other  guides 
(one  near  Fortines) .  Left  Antiguo  Morelos  at  8.30  A.M. 
and  drove  to  Fortines,  where  we  left  the  Jeep.  Reached 
Cueva  de  las  Calaveras  (Cave  of  the  Skulls)  at  12.30. 

It  is  known  as  Site  - 
TM-C-266 

It  is  a  large  limestone  sink-hole  about  200’  across  at  widest 
point  and  about  70'  deep.  Has  several  small  rock  shelters 
and  one  cave  about  60'  high  and  going  back  about  50’  or  more. 

(An  entrance  into  a  deep  cave  below  was  not  investigated). 

The  cover  of  the  sinkhole  and  surrounding  country  is  medium 
thick  Jungle  over  very  irregular  rocks.  Strictly  footpath 
for  at  least  |E  \  of  a  mile,  probably  -§•  a  mile.  In  the  cave 
2’4"  of  dirt  deposits  were  pile  up  on  a  very  irregular 
stalagmite  floor  base.  Parts  of  several  skulls  (at  least  7) 
and  other  human  bones  were  seen.  At  least  one  skull  was 
apparently  badly  deformed.  Another  had  an  extremely  low 
forehead.  The  guides  sai ^  there  had  been  at  least  15  skulls 
in  the  cave,  and  that  some  of  them  came  from  the  deep  cave 
we  did  not  investigate.  We  found  several  potsherds,  but  nothing 
clearly  identifiable  in  situ.  Treasure  hunters  apparently 
were  responsible  for  many  holes  put  in  and  for  a  purposeless- 
seeming  wall  of  limestone  blocks.  Out?  guides  had  a  story 
that  the  cave  had  been  used  by  thieves  and  that  the  skeletons 
were  of  their  victims.  The  floor  in  an  apparently  undisturbed 
area  was  thickly  filled  with  well-preserved  bird  bones  but 
the  cave  was  probably  slightly  too  damp  for  good  vegetable 
preservation,  as  only  a  few  rotten  pieces  of  leaves,  etc., 
were  seen.  No  obsidian  or  flint  chips  were  seen  and  no  stone 
artifacts. 
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January  20/54-  (Continued) 

On  our  return  trip  from  TM-C-266  our  guides  pointed 
out  what  they  said  was  an  Indian  mound.  It  looked  like  a 
natural  elevation  and  showed  no  signs  of  occupation.  No 
artifacts  were  seen,  but  a  short  distance  down  the  trail 
Kelley  found  one  sherd, badly  worn  and  not  very  helpful. 

January  21/54  (Kelley  and  Grant) 

TM-R-267  Located  on  San  Juan  Rancho  near  Nuevo  Morelos. 

About  50  mounds.  .Light  csctus-mesqui te  type  cover.  Many 
figurines,  points  and  sherds  on  surface.  Some  pipes. 

Occasional  sherds  of  Huastec  Bl/'Vh  and  TancollPPolychrome 
but  most  of  material  seemed  earlier.  Glass  and  glared  wares 
with  obsidian  flakes  at  southernmost  end  of  site. 

Highest  mound  ca .  30’.  Occasional  large  circular  stone¬ 
faced  Huastec  type  platform  mounds  and  many  rectangular 
mounds  ud  to  ca.  BO’  long.  One  shell  gorget  found  (no  carving^). 

Probably  a  long  period  of  occupation,  lasting  into  historic 
times  and  starting  in  classic  times  or  earlier.  Should  be 
mapped  and  possibly  some  test  pits  put  in. 

TM-R-244  Revisited.  About  1  Km.  square  of  mounds.  Highest 
”ca.  20'  high.  Round  house  mounds  and  long  rectangular 
mounds.  On  the  shore  of  an  old  lake  (Ranch  called  Lagunita) . 
Few  materials  on  surface.  Heavy  soil  cover  and  mixed  cactus- 
palm  vegetation. 

Drove  into  Victoria,  arriving  about  10.00  P.M. 

(Notes  for  reference  -  On  the  other  side  of  S.  Vicente, 

Nuevo  Morelos,  is  a  cave  with  ollas  antiguas. 

Cave  at  Pachon,  Antiguo  Morelos,  is  probably  like 

Quintero  large  cave,  with  water  from  mouth  in  rainy 
season. ) 

MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  the  SE  located  - 

TM-R-306  \  Km.  W.  of  Rancho  la  Cruz,  between  Rancho 

Piedra.  and  la  Cruz. 

TM-R-307  EJido  Morron. 

January  22.  1954 . 
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MacNeish  and  Pratt  in  SE.  Mrs.  MscNeish,  Kelley  and 
Grant  at  Victoria  washing  sherds,  office  work,  etc. 
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J an.ua ry  23,  1954 


Mrs.  MacNeish,  Kelley  and  Grant  in  Victoria. 

MacNeish  and  Fratt  returned  from  the  SE  having  located  - 

TM-C-308  Rancho  Viejo  near  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo. 

TM-C-309  On  road  from  Rancho  Sabino  Gordo  thru 
Rancho  Viejo  to  Aldama. 


January  24, _ 19  54  -  Sunday . 

All  five  in  Victoria  -  washing  sherds,  working  on  maps, 
notes  and  accounts. 

Kelley  and  Grant  Started  for  Ocampo  and  Canyon  Infiernillo, 
but  found  a  broken  Jeep  spring,  and  stayed  at  Victoria  to 
have  it  fixed. 

J anuary  25  ^54  -  Monday . 

All  five  in  Victoria. 

Kelley  and  Grant  started  out  for  Ocampo  and  Canyon 
Infiernillo.  on  the  way  they  located  - 

TM-C-268  It  is  on  the  highway  Just  before  the  turn  off  to 

La  Alberca.  about  \  mile  north  of  Km.  Post  662.  Found 
blades,  points  and  scrapers  in  small  quantities.  Had 
stopped  for  a  spot  check,  trying  to  find  a  non-pottery  site. 

K  4  G  had  supper  at  Chamal  and  drove  on  to  Rancho 
Progreso  to  see  Don  Ignacio  Guerra.  Returned  to  Ocampo 
with  Don  Ignacio  and  spent  the  night  there. 

J  anuary  26/54  -  Tuesday 

Kelley  &  Grant  at  Ocampo.  with  Don  Ignacio  Guerra  drove 
out  to  Rancho  Canoas  to  see  Pancho.  (  for  guide  to  Canyon 
Infiernillo) .  Picked  up  Pancho  and  Santa  Anna  and  drove  back 
to  Ocampo. 

Took  off  for  caves  from  Ocampo  via  Rancho  El  Tigre. 

Drove  Jeep  over  a  very  much  up  and  down  road  to  lumber  camp. 
Cerro  Refugio.  (Rancho  of  Juan  Venvara)  . 

Left  Jeep  there  and  started  to  walk  on  trail  which  was 
being  cleared  for  pack  mule  traffic.  Camped  on  the  trail. 

January  27/54  -  Wednesday. 

Kolley  and  Grant  and  party  started  on  walking  and  clearing 
the  pack  mule  trail.  Reached  Juan  Montalvo’s  Rancho  about 
2.00  P.M.  Juan  was  away  on  the  work  of  clearing  the  trail 
from  Lone  Pine  Shelter  to  the  Canyon  Infiernillo  Caves. 
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January  27/54  (Continued) 

Kelley  and  Pancho  went  back  to  get  a  mule  to  pack  in  more 
provisions.  Kelley  planned  to  drive  to  Ocampo  in  the  night 
and  get  supplies  to  pack  in. 

Don  Ignacio,  Santa  Anna  and  Grant  walked  on  up  Canyon 
Infiernillo  toward  the  caves.  They  arrived  at  Lone  Pine 
Shelter  about  5*00  P.M.  and  saw  signs  of  road  cutting  toward 
the  caves. 

Later  Juan  Montalvo  with  six  men  (making  rgang  of  seven) 
came  in,  and  the  ten  men  spent  the  night  at  Lone  Pine  Shelter. 

January  28/54  - 

At  Lone  Pine  Shelter  where  ten  men  spent  the  night. 

Up  at  6.45  A.M. 

Started  for  the  caves  -  clearing  trail  for  mule  packs. 

Many  mounds  along  the  ridge,  one  about  20  feet  across  with  a 
2- foot  built  wall.  One  was  120  feet  across  in  three  rings, 
the  center  one  with  a  wall  about  IB"  high. 

Cut  trail  till  4.00  P.M.  and  then  got  on  the  wrong  slope 
so  turned  back  to  Lone  Pine  Shelter  for  the  night.  Started 
back  at  3*55  and  reached  the  shelter  at  4.55  P.M. 

The  trail  being  cut  to  the  caves  is  about  6'  wide,  with 
stumps  cut  down  to  about  8"  -  10",  being  for  mule  loads. 

Looks  like  a  good  job.  Men  worked  well  and  cheerfully. 

Juan  Montalvo  went  home. 

Kelley  did  not  get  in,  having  gone  astray  in  the  dark  in 
the  Canyon.  He  spent  the  night  out  under  a  tree. 

J  anuary  29/54 

At  Lone  Pine  Shelter  where  nine  men  spent  the  night. 

Rain  during  the  night.  Up  a.t  7*00,  start  8.30,  on  the  cut 
about  9.30  A.M. 

Trail  clearing  work  done  to  the  Casa  site  about  10. 30. 
Guerra,  Jesus  Baiz  and  Grant  went  on  down  to  the  caves.  #247 
and  24R,  reaching  there  about  11.00  A.M.  Went  into  #247 
and  saw  the  screen  left  by  MacNeish.  Returned  to  the  site 
being  cleared  for  permanent  camp.  (Casa  Infiernillo). 

At  noon  Kelley  reached  Casa  Infiernillo  and  he  and  Grant 
went  down  to  the  caves.  Entered  #24R  and  249*  Found  pottery 
and  a  large  blade  in  #248.  Returned  to  Casa  Infiernillo 
in  15  minutes,  all  uphill. 

Men  were  busy  clearing  the  casa  site.  Got  much  of  the 
clearing  done  and  got  up  the  two  end  supports  and  ridge  pole. 
Left  site  for  Lone  Pine  Shelter  about  4.00  P.M.  and  it  took 
Grant  one  hour  and  five  minutes  to  walk  to  Lone  Pine  Shelter, 
mostly  down  hill. 
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January  30/54  -  Saturday. 


(Notes  by  PWG) 


At  Lone  Pine  Shelter  getting  ready  to  return  to  Ocampo, 
as  the  mule  trail  to  the  caves  had  been  cleared  and  the 
shelter  near  the  caves  was  bein*2  built. 

Material  left  at  the  cave  site  included  - 
2  long  shovels,  2  screen  pieces,  hammer,  hatchet,  2  Jungle 
hammocks,  1  machate,  one  Coleman  Lantern  - 

Oatmeal,  coffee,  tea,  2  cans  milk,  sugar,  salt,  2  bags  beans, 
specimen  bags,  lard,  water  bag,  large  teapot,  knives,  forks, 
spoons,  nails. 

Kelley,  Don  Ignacio  Guerra,  Santa  Anna  and  Grant  walked  from 
Lone  Pine  Shelter  to  the  wood  camp  (  Cerro  Refugio),  and  took 
Jeep  to  Ocampo,  All  but  Santa  Anna  went  on  to  Victoria, 
arriving  there  at  4.37  next  morning. 

A  rough  check  on  distances  is  - 
Caves  -  casa  -  15  minutes.  Casa  -  Done  Pine  Shelter  -  1*5” • 
Lone  Pine  Shelter  -  Fountain  in  Canyon  -  5.20  to  9.07* 

Fountain  to  Juan  Montalvo  Rancho  -  9.15  to  10.35* 

10.45  -  Left  Juan's  Rancho. 

1.00  -  Reached  Juan's  last  field. 

2.00  to  2.50  -  Stopped  for  lunch. 

4.00  -  Reached  summit. 

5.03  -  Reached  mill  (  Cerro  Refugio) 

5.25  -  Left  mill 

6.35  -  Reached  foot  of  hill. 

7*20  -  Arrived  Ocampo. 

4.37  A. M.  -  Arrived  Victoria. 

MacNeish  and  Pratt  arrived  in  Victoria  the  same  night. 

Janua. ry  31/54  -  Sunday. 

All  five  in  Victoria,  working  on  notes,  sherds  and 
resting  up. 

February  1/54  -  Monday. 

All  in  Victoria,  general  work  and  getting  ready  for  trip 
to  Canyon  Infiemillo  caves. 

February  2/54  -  Tuesday 

In  Victoria,  getting  ready  for  trip  to  Canyon  Infiernlllo 
caves. 

#  Took  off  in  afternoon  with  two  Jeeps,  MacNeish,  Kelley, 

Pratt,  Grant  and  Don  Ignacio  Guerra.  Arrived  in  Ocampo  and 
first  four  put  up  at  the  guest  house. 

Met  Pancho  and  Santa  Anna  (  guides)  in  Ocampo.  Tried  but 
could  not  locate  a  cook. 
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( Notes  by  PWG) 


Feb ruary  3/5 4  -  Wednesday . 

At  Ocampo  getting  ready  for  cave  trip  and  looking  for  a  cook. 
Found  the  Cook  (Martinez)  and  MacNelsh,  Kelley,  Pratt,  Grant, 

Don  Ignacio  Guerra,  Pancho,  Santa  Anna  and  Martinez  took  off. 

Had  trouble  with  slippery  roads  and  a  carburetor  on  the 
way  but  got  into  the  wood  camp  ( Cerro  Refugio)  and  put  up  at  - 
Guevara  Rancho. 

February  4/54  -  Thursday 

At  Guevara  Rancho  packing  up  for  trip  to  Canyon  Infiernillo 
caves.  Left  at  9.30  A.M.  and  reached  Juan  Montalvo's  pool  at 
2.10.  Here  MacNeish  bet  Kelley  two  to  one  in  dollars  he  could 
walk  from  Juan's  pool  to  Cerro  Refugio  under  three  hours.  I : 2-1 

Party  reached  Casa  Infiernillo  at  6.10  and  put  up  for  the 
night.  MacNeish  &  Kelley  did  some  survey  work  in  Cave  #247. 

February  5/54  -  Friday. 

At  Casa  Infiernillo.  Squares  were  staked  out  in  Cave  #247 
and  a  plane  table  survey  of  the  cave  started.  Two  screens 
were  made  up. 

At  the  Casa  the  gang  were  cleaning  up  camp,  fixing  benches, 
latrines,  etc. 

Feb.  6/54  -  Saturday . 

At  Casa  Infiernillo.  Surveying  in  Cave  #247  and  started 
excavation.  Found  pottery,  points  and  much  vegetable  material. 

Juan  Montalvo  came  in  from  the  Cerro  Refugio  with  a  mule 
load  of  freight. 

MacNeish,  Kelley,  Pratt,  Grant,  Pancho  and  Santa  Anna 
worked  all  day  in  Cave  #247 • 

Others  fixing  up  camp  fire  frame,  benches,  clearing  camp 
ground,  trenching,  getting  up  water  from  the  canyon,  etc. 

Rained  in  evening  and  on  into  the  night. 

February  7/54  -  Sunday 

Rain  during  night  of  6-7*  Raining  off  and  on  till  noon. 

Camp  wet.  Had  wild  turkey  for  breakfast,  which  improved  morale. 
Nothing  much  doing.  Excavating  in  Cave  247  in  afternoon. 

February  8 /54  -  Monday. 

Excavating  in  Cave  247  and  erecting  entrance  ladders. 

February  9 /54  -  Tuesday. 

All  hands  but  cook  excavating  in  Cave  247.  Some  profile 
photographing.  Lots  of  cave  dust. 

In  the  morning  MacNeish  went  down  the  arroyo  and  located  Site 
TM-C-269 

He  found  pottery,  points,  scrapers,  etc. 
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(  Notes  by  P7G-) 


February  10/54  -  Wednesday. 

Excavating  in  Cave  247* 

At  Casa  Inf iernillo ./  Kelley  and  Pratt  took  off  early, 
each  with  a  guide,  to  locate  reported  caves  in  Canyon  Infier- 
nillo,  Kelley  going  up  and  Pratt  down  the  Canyon. 

Pratt  did  not  return  on  the  10th,  but  Kelley  returned  about 
8.00  P.M.  with  word  of  4  caves  - 
TM-C-270 

TM-C-271 

TM-C-272 

TM-C-273 


TM-C-270  -  Kelley  and  Jesus  Bais.  A  large  cave  about  40  feet 

above  Canyon  Infiernillo,  clear  signs  of  much  water.  Only  a 
few  bones  and  one  posd  ble  artifact  on  surface.  There  is  a 
powder  of  dust  over  gravel  layer  ca.  3"  -  4"  deep  in  the  place 
where  we  dug,  over  a  dust  layer  ca.  8"  -  10"  deep  which 
contained  one  potsherd  and  a  scraper,  over  another  gravel 
layer,  gray  changing  to  yellow  below.  One  other  hole  dug 
in  yellow  lime,  ca.  1  foot,  down  to  yellow  gravel^  one  piece 
of  charcoal  seen. 

Not  promising,  except  possibly  for  early  man  or  gravel 
sequence . 


TM-C-271  -Cueva  de  la  Escalera  -  up  a  small  arroyo  on  west 
of  Infiernillo,  near  San  Antonio  as  the  crow  flies. 

Cave  ca.  10’  high,  dirt  floor  sloping  up  to  back.  Used  as 
cow  stable.  Outwash  in  front  of  cave  contained  many  pot¬ 
sherds  of  different  types.  Small  hole  dug  in  front  had  layer 
of  stones  which  made  digging,  difficult.  At  ca.  6"  vegetable 
materials  and  cow  dung  well  preserved.  About  a  week's  work 
for  three  people. 


TM-C-272 


Cave  ca.  10’  high,  flat  dirt  floor,  about  7  squares  possibly 
diggable.  Used  as  a  cow  stable.  On  north  side  of  Arroyo  de 
1a.  Meca  which  flows  into  east  side  of  Infiernillo. 

Floor  encountered  ca.  3"  below  surface  under  a  layer  of  stones 
(ca.  3"  -  5"  in  diam.)  with  cow  turds.  Dug  4  arbitrary  approx. 

6"  levels.  2  bottom  levels  contained  roots  and  an  occasional 
stick.  Sherds  in  all  levels  and  not  room  for  much  more  deposits 
below.  Sherds  mostly  crude  black. 

Probably  late,  hard  digging,  and  only  medium  good  preservation. 

TM-C-273 


Another  cow  stable.  On  south  side  of  Arroyo  de  la  Meca, 
nearly  opposit  TM-C-272.  Ca.  9'  -10’  high,  dirt  floor,  goes 
back  about  180  feet.  Lots  of  stalactites.  Red  hands  on  wall, 
some  apparently  under,  others  over  water-deposited  lime. 

Layer  of  light  dust  containing  cow  dung  down  2"  -  3",  then 
a  grav  ash  layer  with  gravel  and  well-preserved,  though 
scanty,  vegetable  materials,  going  li’  to  bed  rock. 
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(  Notes  by  PWG) 


Feb.  10/54  -  (Con.) 

Level  1  was  cow  dung  layer  and  first  six  inches  of  ash 
layer,  L.2  and.  3  were  arbitrary  6"  levels. 

No  potsherds  found,  but  5  stone  artifacts,  including  a  point 
similar  to  those  of  San  Juan. 

A  broken  metate  piece  was  on  the  surface. 

Februa ry  11/54  -  Thurs . 

Excavating  and  photographing,  in  Cave  247. 

Pratt  camein  from  survey  down  Canyon  Infiernillo,  and 
reported  finding  five  sites  - 


TM-R-274 

TM-C-275 

TM-  R-276 

TN-C-277 

TV-R-27%  No  particulars  received,  as  Pratt  came  in  late 

and  le^t  for  Victoria  early  in  the  morning. 

February  12/54  -  Friday. 

All  party  left  for  Victoria,  Brownsville  and  other  places 
to  purchase  supplies,  etc.,  except  Grant  and  Bonifacio,  who 
stayed  to  keep  camp  and  write  up  notes.  Party  expected  to 
return  on  February  16  or  17* 

February  13/54  -  Saturday . 

Bonifacio  and  Grant  at  Casa  Infiernillo.  Grant  writing 
(typing)  up  notes  on  the  work  done  in  Cave  247. 

February  14/54  -  Sunday . 

Bonifacio  and  Grant  at  Casa  Infiernillo,  Grant  working 
on  cave  notes  and  took  a  trip  to  the  Canyon  pool  for  a  swim. 

Bonifacio  hunting.  Found  nothing.  Dog  raised  a  row  in 
the  night  and  Bonifacio  fired  a  shot  at  "El  Tigre"  he  said, 
but  there  was  no  "El  Tigre"  or  his  tracks  next  day. 

Jesus  Bais  did  not  show  up  with  supplies,  as  expected. 

February  15/54  -  Monday . 

Bonifacio  and  Grant  at  Casa  Infiernillo.  Bonifacio  brought 
a  can  of  water  up  from  the  canyon.  Grant  moved  his  hammock  and 
typed  up  survey  and  travel  notes.  While  after  water  Bonifacio 
want  on  to  San  Antonio  and  brought  back  some  tortillas. 
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(  Notes  by  PWG) 


February  15/54 _ (  Con.) 

In  the  afternoon  B  Sr,  G  were  down  at  Cave  24f  excavating 
in  E  10  square.  Found  a  number  of  corn  cobs,  one  triang¬ 
ular  point  in  go^d  shape,  some  broken  pieces  of  points  and 
one  figurine  hand  or  plume. 

Rest  of  the  party  did  not  turn  up,  as  expected.  Jesus 
Baiz  did  not  show  up  either  with  supplies  from  San  Antonio 
Oatmeal,  beans  and  sugar  getting  low. 

February  16/54. 


Bonifacio  and  Grant  excavating  in  Sqare  E  10 .  of 
Cave  247* 

Four  Mexicans  turned  up  about  7*00  P.M. 

Dave  Kelley  turned  up  about  1.00  A.M.  next  morning 
and  reported  MacNeish  and  party  would  be  in  next  day. 

February  17/54 

Two  more  men  turned  up  in  the  night  and  about  11.00 
A.M.  Jesus  Baiz  turned  up  with  three  more. 

Sent  Bonifacio  to  San  Antonio  for  food  (lent  him  lo 
pesos) .  Sent  four  men  down  to  canyon  for  water.  Rest 
worked  at  Cave  247  as  they  turned  up,  including  Jesus  Baiz 

Santa  Anna  and  another  man  came  in  about  5*00  P.M. 

MacNeish,  Mrs.  MacNeish,  Pratt,  Don  Ignacio  Guerra, 
Martinez  the  cook,  and  Juan  ....  came  in  about  9*30  P.M. 
Juan  Montalvo  came  in  with  freight. 

February  18/54 

Let  six  unnecessary  men  go. 

Day  spent  excavating  in  Cave  247,  fixing  ladders  to 
Cave  248  and  fixing  up  camp. 

February  19/54 

Excavating  in  Cave  247.  Juan  Montalvo  came  in  with 
freight.  Granting  building  typewriter  table  and  writing 
up  notes. 

February  20/54  (Sat.)  Cave  247.  Grant  on  notes. 

February  21/54  ( Sun . ) 

Cave  247*  Grant  in  cave  in  A.M.  Notes  in  P.M. 

Kelley  went  to  the  Canyon  water  pool  for  a  bath. 
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(  Not by  PWG) 


Feb.  22/54  (  Mibn . ) 

MacNeish  and  gang  excavating  in  Gave  247. 

Pratt  sick  -  dy sen try. 

Kelley  and  Grant  staking  out  Cave  248. 

Feb.  2^/54  (Tues.) 

MacNeish  &  gang  excavating  in  Gave  247.  Found  a  mummy. 

Kelley  and  Grant  on  Survey  of  Cave  248. 

Pratt  and  Grant  getting  ready  for  a  trip  to  the  SE. 

Paid  off  2  men. 

Feb.  24/54  (  Wed  .) 

At  Casa  Infiernillo.  Pratt  &  Grant  started  on  SE  trip. 

Left  Casa  7*45;  reached  Juan  Montalvo's  10.10.  Reached 
Cerro  Refugio  2.00  P.M.  Drove  to  Ocampo.  Saw  the  Doctor 
there  about  endorsing  a  cheque.  Drove  on  to  El  Mante  and  took 
a  room  at  Hotel  Central  about  1.00  A.M. 

Site  TM-C-319  was  located  by  Pratt  at  Juan  Montalvo's 
water  hole.  Found  a  chipped  old  point  there. 

Site  TM-C-319 

'  1  . 

Feb.  25/54  -  (¥wm.) 

Pratt  and  Grant  at  El  Mante.  Bouhht  groceries  and  cashed 
cheque  for  500  pesos. 

Drove  to  Gonzales  and  on  to  Aldama  and  on  to  El  Elivo 
but  Pablo  Cepeda  was  not  at  home. 

Drove  on  to  Laguna  de  Sapo  (Lake  of  the  Toad)  and 
heard  news  of  two  csves.  Saw  Antonio  Dimas  -  a  guide. 

Feb.  26/54  (  - 

. )  Pratt  and  Gra nt  at  Laguna  de  Sapo. 

With  two  guides  set  out  from  Laguna  de  Sapo  for  Cuevas 
de  Tigre  in  the  Canyon  de  Los  Pintos.  Some  steep  slopes. 

Got  to  cave  about  11.00  A.M.  There  were  two  caves,  one  small 
and  one  20'  wide,  13’  feet  high  at  mouth.  Ran  back  about 
60'.  Found  nothing  in  it. 

H^d  lunch  and  ewim  at  a  pool  in  canyon.  Lunch  interrupted 
by  a  snake  between  four  and  five  feet  long.  Pratt  said  it  was 
a  "Bushmaster"  and  the  most  venomous  in  Mexico.  It  had  a 
diamond  pattern  of  dirty  black  and  white  ■ nd  w=s  ab-ut  wrist-thick 
in  the  middle.  Loathsome-locking  visitor.  ne  of  the  guides 
killed  it  with  pebbles  from  a  catapult. 

Returned  to  Laguna  de  Sapo.  'vas  told  the  closest  ranch 
to  the  cave  is  Rancho  de  Los  Pintos. 

7ith  2  guides  went  from  Laguna  de  Sapo  to  a  small  cave  up 
an  arroyo  or  canyon.  It  was  an  overhang  20'  wide,  12'  high 
and  it  ran  back  about  25  or  30 ' .  One  guide  said  he  had  dug 
up  human  teeth  there  3  years  before.  Found  sherds  and  a 
broken  point  and  possible  flakes.  Cave  was  in  the  Arroyo  des 
Oja  Agua  des  Canoa  and  was  called- 

Site  TM-C-320 
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( Notes  by  PWG) 


Neb.  26/54.  (Con.) 

During  the  evening  our  host  at  Leguna  de  Sapo  - 
Senor  Jose  Sanchez  Aleman  -  gave  Pratt  a  collection  of  points 
from  his  farm  ,  which  was  given  the  name  of 

Site  TM-C-321 

— 

Feb .  27/54  ( 'TTmr's . ) 

Drove  to  El  Olivo  and  saw  Pablo  Cepeda.  Picked  him 
up  and  took  him  to  Casa  Loma  and  on  to  where  we  got  word 
of  a  big  cave  with  pictographs,  etc.,  near  the  coast. 

Went  to  Rancho  PiedraS  Negros  and  got  word  of  several 
caves  for  future  reference. 

Drove  on  to  Las  Lacas,  but  man  we  wanted  to  see  was  away. 

Picked  up  a  guide  and  drove  to  a  hill  to  the  SE  and 
found  pottery  and  2  stone  points.  Leaf  cover  made  search 
difficult.  Called  the  site 

Site  TM-C-322 


Drove  on  to  Juan  Torahs  Rancho  and  got  gas.,  then  drove 
to  El  Olivo  and  put  up  for  the  night  alongside  the  school. 

Strong  wind  rose  in  the  night  with  much  dust.  Cold  but  no  rain. 

Feb.  28/54  (Fri.) 

Pratt  and  Grant  at  El  olivo.  Had  breakfast  with  Pablo 
Cepeda,  the  guide.  Drove  to  Manuel  on  the  highway  and  on  to 
Gonzales.  Found  lept  front  wheel  leaking  oil  and  had 
mechanic  fix  wabble  in  left  front  wheel.  Drove  on  to  Almagre 
and  camped  out  in  the  pine  woods. 


March  1/54  (  Monday) _ 

Pratt  and  Grant  at  Almagre  camped  in  pine  woods.  Picked 
up  a  guide  -  Patricio  Nanez  -  and  drove  on  to  Rancho  Toracilla. 
Big  site.  Foun  d  points,  pottery,  a  celt,  etc.  Called  it 
Site  TM-R525 • 

Went  back  to  Almagre  and  walked  one  hour  west  and  found 
a  site  "•ith  many  mounds  called  Pueblito.  Many  mounds,  much 
pottery  and  many  projectile  points.  Calle  the  place 
Site  TM-R-524  and.  returned  to  Almagre  for  the  night,  short  on  gas. 

March  2/54  (Tues.) 


Pratt  and  Grr^t  at  Almagre.  Short  on  gas.  Held  up  a 
truck  and  they  drained  out  some  gas.  for  us.  In  the  village 
found  pottery  and  points  and  called  the  site  - 
Site  TM-C-325 
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Ms  rch  2/54  (Con.) 

Left  Almagre  -  794.0  -  10.10 

Sawzeda  -  801.6 

Road  from  hill  -  804.0 

Cabrito  Gate  -  807*4 

2nd  Gate  -  807*7 

Detour  -  811.0 

End  of  Detour  -  812.9 

Mission  -  815*3 

Just  before  arrival  at  open  gate.  Turn  to  left  at  forks. 

2nd  Gate  0  818.1 
Estrella  Gate  -  820.7 
Forks  -  821.5 
Branch  -  824.5 

Reached  Gonzales  -  827*5  at  1.00  P.M. 

’Then  going  from  Gonzales  to  Almagre  you  cross  the 
railroad  track  and  find  three  roads  branching.  Take  the 
middle  one  for  Almagre. 

Left  Gonzales  at  1.10  P.M.,  had  lunch  and  car  repairs 
at  El  Mante,  and  drove  on  to  Ciudad  Victoris,  reaching  it 
about  10.00  P.  M. 

MacNeish,  Mrs.  MacNeish  and  Dave  Kelley  were  expected, 
but  did  not  turn  up  March  2nd. 

Ma  rch  3/ 54  (  W  ed  . ) 

Pratt  and  Grant  at  Victoria. 

Dave  Kelley  turned  up  by  bus  about  5*00 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  MacNeish  arrived  about  6. 30.  Don  Ignacio 
Guerra  came  with  them  from  Ocampo,  but  dropped  off  at  his 
house  in  Victoria. 

March  4/54  (Thurs.) 

All  5  at  Victoria.  MacNeish  and  Kelley  left  for 
Brownsville  in  Jeep.  Pratt  working  on  sherds,  putting  things 
into  boxes,  etc.  Grant  working  on  records  and  February  repor 

March  5/54  (Fri.) 

MacNeish  Kelley  returned  from  Bfcownsville . 

Mrs.  MacNeish  and  Pratt  buying  supplies  for  trip. 

Grant  on  accounts,  etc. 

March  6/54  (  Sat.) 

Kelley  and  Pratt  left  in  grey  jeep.  Pratt  was  to  take 
Kelley  to  Cerro  R~  uglo  for  work  in  Canyon  Infiernillo  dave 
No.  248,  and  then  go  on  to  prospect  around  in  the  SE  (Aldama) 
country. 

MacNeish,  Mrs.  MacNeish  and  Grant  at  Victoria. 
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( Notes  by  PWG) 


March  7  '54  (  Sunday) 

Kelley  and  Pratt  in  field.  Mrs.  Mac^eish  at  Victoria. 
M„cNeish  and  Grant  drove  to  Los  Angeles  r,nd  saw  Saarvedra,  Sr. 
(Mercedes  Rio)"> 

Ma  rch  8/54  (  Mon . ) 


At  Los  Angeles  MacNeish  took  off  with  a  guide  for  a 
3-day  trip  into  Canyon  Diablo. 

G^ant  with  Margo  Alonzo  as  guide  went  up  Maguey  Canyon 
to  examine  two  reported  caves.  Rode  horses  from  8.30  to  10.30 
and  from  10.30  to  11.30  on  foot,  to  first  cave  in  the  Canyon 
del  Maguey.  Canyon  is  of  level  limestone  strata  with  deep 
deposits  of  gravel  forming  the  wall  in  some  cases. 

First  cave  is  on  the  right  hand  side  looking  downstream, 
an  overhang  in  the  limestone..  It  is  about  150’  long  and 
about  20'  wide. 

The  fallen  material  forms  the  ledge.  Many  fires  have  been 
made  on  the  ledge  in  the  pa  st. 

Found  pottery,  bones  and  an  obsidian  flake  like  a  point. 
Ash  and  dirt  was  about  1  ft  deep  in  several  test  pits  to  rock. 
Efvicently  a  much-used  camp,  but  the  place  not  suitable  for 
permanent  occupation.  No  signs  of  occupation  strata. 

Called  the  site  - 
TM-C-288. 

Went  down  the  arroyo  about  half  a  mile  and  climbed  to  the 
second-  so-called  cave  in  the  left  wall  looking  downstream. 

It  is  an  overhang  where  stone  has  fallen  out  and  formed 
a  ledge  about  ten  feet  wide  and  maybe  100’  long. 

Fires  have  been  made  there,  but  a  .recent  stone  fall  has 
covered  most  of  the  ledge,  which  is  quite  exposed,  and  not 
suitable  for  a  permanent  dwelling-place.  No  artifacts  were 
found  and  the  site  was  called  - 
TM-C-287 . 

M-rch  9/54  (Tues.)  (At  Los  Angeles) 

MacNeish  away  &n  Canyon  Diablo  trip. 

Grant  till  4.30  gather!  ng  material  from  Mission  Field 
near  Los  Angelos.  Found  pottery,  scrapers,  parts  of  metates, 
Etc.  This  field  is  Site  No.  TM 

From  4.30  on  Grant  searched  the  large  field  near  the 
swimming  hole  and  found  points,  chips  and  pottery. 

Called  the  field  - 
Site  TM-C-290 
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(  Notes  by  PWG)  . 


March  10/54  -  Wed.)  MacNeish  Grant  working  from  Los  Angeles,  Mex. 

Kelley  in  Canyon  Infiernillo.  Pratt  near  Aldama. 

MacNeish  on  trip  to  Canyon  Diablo.  Returned  about  noon. 

Grant  made  further  search  of  Site  TM-C-290.  Also 
seawched  the  fields  above  Los  Angeles  village  and  found  a 
broken  point,  pottery  and  parts  of  instates.  Called  the 
site  - 
Site  Tm-C-289. 

MacNeish  and  Grant  left  Los  Angeles  about  2.00  P.M. 
a  nd  drove  to  Victoria.  Had  carburetor  and  ignition  trouble 
on  the  way.  Had  repairs  made  at  the  Pemex  Station  near 
El  Pinon  motel  and  got  into  Victoria  late. 

March  11/54  -  Thurs.) 

Kelley  and  Pratt  in  field.  MacNeish,  Mrs.  MacNeish 
and  Grant  in  Victoria. 

Many  visitors  to  see  mummies,  including  the  governor 
of  the  state  and  the  Press. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  MacNeish  left  to  call  on  Pratt  and 
Kelley  in  the  field.  Grant  typing  notes  and  trying  to 
keep  fr^rn  being  trampled  on  by  numerous  visitors. 

Police  called  in  to  handle  the  crowds. 

March  12/54  (  Fri  . ) 

The  2  MacNeishes  away  to  call  on  Pratt  and  Kelley 
in  the  field. 

Grant  on  notes  in  Victoria,  and  watchdog  on  the  museum 
with  the  help  of  a  local  policeman  who  could  not  speak 
English.  People,  especially  children,  p  great  nuisance, 
climbing  on  the  window  gratings  and  knocking  at  the  doors, 
eager  to  see  "De  Mommies". 

March  13/54  (Sat.) 


The  2  MacNeishes  away  to  call  on  Pratt  and  Kelley 
in  the  field. 

"’-rant  on  office  work  at  Victoria,  and  watchdog  on  the 
"Mommies"  with  the  help  of  a  no-English  policeman. 

March  14/54  ( ~un.) 

Th  2  MacNeishes  away  +o  call  on  Pratt  and  Kelley 
in  the  field. 

brant  in  Victoria  on  records  and  museum  watchdog. 

No  policeman  turned  up. 
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